
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     June 18, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – Insert [I Sought the Lord; #324] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, somewhere I learned that to reflect on my life 

was a waste of time.  As a result, I do not do it very often.  No one 
ever taught me that spending time being thoughtful about my life 
is the way to sort and sift the advice I inherited about how to live.  
It is how to discover what works and what does not work, how to 
let go of the ideas and convictions that are no longer helpful, and 
discover newer ones that bring more life.  Reflecting on my life is 
what connects me to the insights you originate which guide me 
toward an identity that is right for me.  It helps me grasp how you 
prod and push me to differentiate myself from the identities I 
internalized from my past.  I learned that rather than wasting time 
reflecting on my life, it was better to be busy and be productive.  I 
am both: busy and productive.  I am also wearied by being so 
busy, and often unfilled by being constantly productive.  I am 
thinking this might be a good time to reflect on my life. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 9:35—10:8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert [Make Me a Captive, Lord; #247] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – Insert [Let My Life Be Hid in Thee; #318] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Lunch 
MONDAY  1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for June 25, 2017  
Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17; 
Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39, 

 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will 
receive a Deacon’s Offering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 
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Ordinary Time – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost  [Matt. 9:35—10:8] 
 I am drawn to the conditions described in this text which were 
attended to by Jesus, or to which the disciples were given the 
privilege of being delegated to influence. We tend to read these as 
being medical conditions; I am suggesting they are better 
understood as mental health conditions. 
 For example, the word translated as “disease” is the Greek word 
meaning “a malady,” which in English refers to “an unhealthy, 
morbid or desperate condition.” The word translated as “sickness” 
is a Greek word meaning “softness, i.e. enervation” [drained of 
energy or vitality]. The word translated as “harassed” is the Greek 
word meaning “fainted,” from the word “to relax,” from a root 
which indicates something has severely come apart. The condition 
is what we might describe as being badly fragmented. The word 
translated as “helpless” is the Greek word meaning “to fling with a 
quick toss; by extension, to disperse.” What is described here are 
ordinary people whose lives aren’t holding together all that well, 
or better who no longer have a center which holds them together 
and gives them focus, who are in the more or less desperate state 
of being undone so that they are easily scattered, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Living like this for a period of time has drained 
them of energy or vitality. 
 Of course, mostly this does not match our experience of 
ourselves, and so we do not identify with this description. I suggest 
the reason we do not identify with this description is that we have 
been possessed by an “unclean spirit.” The Greek in this phrase is 
the preposition “not,” plus the verb “to cleanse” [to free from dirt, 
contamination or impurities], plus a word meaning “a current of 
air” and referring to what we would call a “mental disposition” or 
mindset [a fixed mental attitude, disposition or way of thinking that 
predetermines a person’s responses to and interpretations of 
situations]; in other words, a contaminated mindset. Later in the 
text this same reality is labeled a “demon,” a “spirit of a 
bad/harmful nature.” To be more concise and precise, we are all 
contaminated by a way of looking at our life that is harmful, one 
that keeps informing us that it is our task to determine and choose 
what will hold our life together and give our life direction. 

 God intends that this unclean spirit be “cast out;” that is, that it 
be “thrown, more or less violently,” “from the place it proceeds.” 
The “good news of the kingdom” is that this is the influence God has 
in our lives. When we are young we assemble a life, complete with 
goals for us to attain and roles for us to play. As we make the 
attempt to meet these goals and live these roles, we find we are 
often frustrated and disappointed by the efforts we make, and we 
realize that the life we have assembled is incomplete and/or off-
target in some ways. In this way, God ushers into our awareness the 
not-conscious assumptions, values, conclusions, convictions, etc. 
that we live by, so that we can reflect on them, and consider 
whether or not they are harmful to us, and perhaps reconsider them 
or modify them, so that the way we live becomes more in line with 
the person we have essentially and fundamentally discovered 
ourselves to be. 
 Along with this, Gods calls “disciples” [the word means 
“learners”] to “cure” the conditions caused by this harmful mindset 
which keeps informing us that it is our task to determine and choose 
what will hold our life together and give our life direction. The word 
“cure” means “to wait upon menially,” menial “meaning servile, 
submissive, a servant.” The idea here is that God calls into existence 
the capacity to compassionately attend to and serve the parts of our 
life that enter our awareness in this process of reconsidering the 
assumptions, values, conclusions, convictions, etc. that we live by, 
especially any that are feeble or have been dead to us and are being 
awakened and roused through this process of our faculties being 
collected together. As we attend with sympathy or pity to what has 
been heretofore considered outcast, they become clean. 
 This way of relating to ourselves was freely given to us. We did 
nothing to deserve it, and our being given it was unwarranted and 
uncalled for. In the same way, we are asked to share it freely. 

[Jim Robie, 6-15-17, Cycle A, O.T. 2nd after Pentecost, Matthew 9:35—10:8] 


